Microscopic study -The histologic picture of the 4 cases described above presents similar characteristics so they can be analysed together. These neoplasms of neuroectodermic origin exhibit proliferation of round or oval cells, set in isolated groups and separated by a fibroglial network, made up of criss-crossed or parallel bundles, having a lobulated aspect of imperfect borderline and poorly vascularized. Predo minantly fibrilar areas are seen and are distinguished from more densely cellular areas, and at times, assume the shape of perivascular crows (Fig. 2) , or at times form elongated and richly fibroglial bundles, in parallel or criss-crossed presentation (Fig. lb,2,3) . The cellular elements are -well differentiated, without loss of shape or mitosis. Such structures assume an aspect similar to the configuration of a piloid fibrillary astrocytoma, or even like a cellular ependymoma. However, the method of phosphotungstic acid-hematoxilin of Mallory, besides showing the fibroglia, does not show blepharoplasts.
Study through electron-microscopy (Restricted to case 4) -The material previously
fixed in formalin at 10% for 15 days was treated with glutaraldehyde and osmic acid, included in epon an cut in semithin sections (0,5 micron), stained in toluidin blue and cut in ultra-thin section, for electron microscopy inspection. Cellular structures with scattered glial nuclei and multi-vesicular cytoplasm, rich in organels, swollen, with poorly defined membranes, glial intraplasmatic filaments and glialfibrils seen crosswise or lengthwise, where the glial filaments are grouped in bundles (Fig. 4) .
Cilia, micro-villi or specialized cellular unions have not been found. To reinforce such ideas we must mention the recent colaboration of Yao-Shi Fu et al. 21 who, using tissue culture and electron microscopy, have confirmed the presence of ependymal cells as well as the presence of astrocytes in these tumours; in vitro the ependymal cells only form glial filaments but rosettes as well with cilia, micro-villi and specialized cell unions.
